Perspectives on Writing for
Peer-Reviewed Publication

Prepared by
UAMS Office of Grants and Scientific Publications

UAMS RESOURCES

UAMS Office of Grants and Scientific Publications — Visit our Resources page.

UAMS Library eResources

UAMS Library Research and Clinical Search Services — Searches are performed by
expert searchers in the Reference Department. A librarian consults with the
requestor to clarify the subject and to refine terminology and parameters. Next,
the best databases are identified for the topic. Search strategies are built, and
results are compiled and emailed to the requestor. Results include search
strategies used, citation data, and abstracts (when available). Results do not
include the full text of articles. This service is free to all UAMS Faculty and Staff.

RefWorks — A web-based program that allows you to create a personal database of
references and helps you format papers and bibliographies.

RefWorks Tutorial

INDISPENSABLE MANUSCRIPT PUBLICATION RESOURCES

AMA Manual of Style, 10t ed. Online edition.

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th ed. Washington,
DC: American Psychological Association, 2010.

Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals: Writing and
Editing for Biomedical Publications. International Committee of Medical Journal
Editors ICMJE).
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http://cancer.uams.edu/research/shared-resources/office-of-grants-and-scientific-publications-ogsp/?doing_wp_cron=1436811303.4389789104461669921875
http://cancer.uams.edu/research/shared-resources/office-of-grants-and-scientific-publications-ogsp/resources/?doing_wp_cron=1436811349.7134230136871337890625
http://library.uams.edu/online-resources/eresources/
http://library.uams.edu/library-services/reference/research-and-clinical-search-services/
https://www.refworks.com/refworks2/default.aspx?r=authentication::init&groupcode=RWUArkansasMedSci
http://www.refworks.com/tutorial/
http://www.amamanualofstyle.com/
http://www.apastyle.org/manual/index.aspx
http://www.icmje.org/urm_main.html
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Instructions to Authors in the Health Sciences (University of Toledo Mulford Health
Science Library) — These pages link to websites that provide instructions to
authors for over 6,000 journals in the health and life sciences. All links are to
"primary sources," that is, to publishers and organizations with editorial
responsibilities for the titles.

Perspectives on Scientific Writing

The Science of Scientific Writing. By George D. Gopen and Judith A. Swan. American
Scientist, November-December 1990.

Most people assume that scientific writing is often hard to read because of the
complexity of scientific concepts, data, and analysis. But that’s not necessarily
the case. The difficulty of scientific writing, Gopen and Swan argue, often stems,
not from the complexity of the subject or substance of the writing, but from the
poor rhetorical technique used to structure the information in order to
communicate it.

This work offers some very useful tools for writers to analyze their writing to see
whether it accomplishes what they intended and, hopefully, to improve the
clarity of their writing. Rhetoric has to do with the technique and rules of using
language effectively. The rhetorical principles that Gopen and Swan propose
are based on the concept of reader expectations, which recent work done in
the fields of rhetoric, linguistics, and cognitive psychology has helped define. In
their work, Gopen and Swan “demonstrate a number of rhetorical principles that
can produce clarity in communication without oversimplifying scientific issues.”

If there is one quotation from the article that sums it up, it is this: “If the reader is to
grasp what the writer means, the writer must understand what the reader needs.”

The following two articles were written by followers of Gopen and Swan’s approach:

Scientific Writing as an Art and as a Science. By Robert C. Goldbort. Journal of
Environmental Health, 2001.

Recipe for a Quality Scientific Paper: Fulfill Readers’ and Reviewers’ Expectations. By
Yaoqi Zhou. Center for Computational Biology and Bioinformatics, Indiana
University School of Medicine, 2007.

Riding Out Rejection: How to Navigate the Choppy Waters of Scientific Publication. By
Kate Yandell. The Scientist. March 1, 2015.
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http://mulford.utoledo.edu/instr/
http://www.americanscientist.org/issues/num2/the-science-of-scientific-writing/1
http://www.thefreelibrary.com/_/print/PrintArticle.aspx?id=72520175
http://www.zju.edu.cn/jzus/download/write-english.pdf
http://www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/articleNo/42261/title/Riding-Out-Rejection/
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10 Tips on How to Write Less Badly. By Michael C. Munger. The Chronicle of Higher
Education. September 6, 2010.

Right Your Writing. By Bob Grant. The Scientist. November 1, 2009.

The Results Are Not Perfect. By A. Jay Block. Chest 1999.

Perspectives on Manuscript Preparation

Highly Recommended for Preparation of Biomedical Papers

Organizing the Biomedical Paper. By Marianne Mallia. Texas Heart Institute, Houston,
Texas.

Checklists for Writing a Biomedical Paper. By Marianne Mallia.

Preparing Manuscripts for Submission to Medical Journals: The Paper Trail. By H.
Gilbert Welch. Effective Clinical Practice, May/June 1999.

The following articles come from a variety journals. Because each approaches the
topic of manuscript preparation from the point of view of a different discipline,
these articles can yield valuable insights regardless of one’s particular discipline.

Advances in Health Sciences Education

Advice for Young Investigators: Historical Perspectives on Scientific Research. By Martin
Donohoe. May 2003.

Academic Medicine

Scientific Writing of Novice Researchers: What Difficulties and Encouragements Do They
Encounter? By Jatin Shah, Anand Shah, and Ricardo Pietrobon. April 2009.

American Journal of Roentgenology

Ten Principles to Improve the Likelihood of Publication of a Scientific Manuscript. By
James M. Provenzale. May 2007.

Writing It Up: A Step-by-Step Guide to Publication for Beginning Investigators. By Mark A.
Kliewer. September 2005.

Catheterization and Cardiovascular Intervention

Approach to Manuscript Preparation and Submission: How to Get Your Paper Accepted.

By Morton J. Kern and Heidi N. Bonneau. March 2003.
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http://chronicle.com/article/10-Tips-on-How-to-Write-Less/124268/
http://classic.the-scientist.com/careers/article/display/56104/
http://journal.publications.chestnet.org/article.aspx?articleID=1077358
http://www.springerlink.com/content/g0640562r8124432/fulltext.pdf
http://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/fulltext/2009/04000/scientific_writing_of_novice_researchers__what.31.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/fulltext/2009/04000/scientific_writing_of_novice_researchers__what.31.aspx
http://www.ajronline.org/doi/full/10.2214/AJR.06.1003
http://www.ajronline.org/doi/full/10.2214/ajr.185.3.01850591
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ccd.10442/full
http://www.texasheartinstitute.org/AboutUs/Depart/upload/Organizing_the_Biomedical_Paper-2.pdf
http://www.texasheartinstitute.org/AboutUs/Depart/upload/Checklist-for-Biomedical-Paper.pdf
http://www.acponline.org/clinical_information/journals_publications/ecp/mayjun99/welch.htm
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International Journal for Quality in Health Care

Writing for Publication — A Guide for New Authors. By Nancy Dixon. 2001.

Journal of Manipulative and Physiological Therapeutics

Submitting Manuscripts to Biomedical Journals: Common Errors and Helpful Solutions. By
Claire Johnson and Bart Green. January 2009.

Links last updated July 13, 2015
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http://intqhc.oxfordjournals.org/content/intqhc/13/5/417.full.pdf
http://www.jmptonline.org/article/S0161-4754%2808%2900362-X/abstract
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